THE 


Prince of Oranges 
;PEEC 


TO THE 


LOR DS. &c. concerned with him: 


T is nat aſſiredly any ways to be doubted ( moſt Noble Lo2ds ) but that we 
now treat upon 2 common Cauſe. The one and the other Germaxy are ſuffici- 
ently united in Situation, Tongue, Name, - Traffick, Life, and in all things 
elſe, And who knows not, That in former times they both made but one 
Body ? their People do chiefly affe&t Liberty. And tho' in Flanders the Prince 
be Hereditary, whereas in Germany he is Ele&tive, yet almoſt the ſame Pre- 

| eminence is due by them to their States, as is here attributed to your Dyets. 

But how oft,: and! with how mnch Labour and Danger hath it behoved the one and the 

' other Nation, to oppoſe themſelves to the Avaritiouſheſs of their Princes ? Iwill leave 
the purſuit of Ancient Afﬀairs, chart I may come-to the” more Modetn; and thoſe of 
Germany, that I may deſend to the preſent affairs of Flanders, When the Emperour, 
Charlts V,, wasdead,. every one knows the King's Son chiefeſt deſire was, to leave thoſe 
Parts, and ſetle himſelf in Spain. Being there wholly transformed into the Senſe and 
Cuſtoms of that People, he grew deſirous to govern Flanders after the ſame manner 
and Empire-as Spain was governed. And what more imperious Miniſtcr of State could 
he leave behind him with the Dutcheſs of Parma, than the Cardinal Grarville ? Did I fay 
Miniſter of State? nay, rather ſupreme Governour ; ſince whilſt he was there, the 
Datches bore-only the name of Regent ; The whole Power lay in him, baſe Burgun- 
dian i The firſt Author of Flanders's Miſchief 5 and who deſerves chiefly to be puniſhed, 
ſince the Fault was chiefly his. The Government of the Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal Aﬀairs 
was ſuddenly altered in divers ſorts by abſolute Authority ; but chiefly by new Edicts, {till 
more grievous to the Conſcience, arid by introducing the Inquiſition. The ſecrete{t 
Oraclcs are come' from! the' Council of Spain and are executed by ſecret Conſultations 
in-Flanders. If the Nobility have complained, their Complaints have proved vain ; to 
Petition, is counted Treachery : To ſeem troubled, Rebe!lion z and the caſual heady- 

giddineſs of the Common People, a premeditated 1nſurreftion of the whole Country. 

n-firic, . nothing but to-have a pretence to uſe Force againſt Flanders, was expetted in 
$paiz. And what more light Pretences could be taken, than to go about to ſuppreſs 
hoſe” Tumults,' which were ſeen to ceaſe almoſt as ſoon as begun ? When fo ſudden- 
y-herenpon the Flemiſh are inſolently declared in Spain to be Rebels to God, and 
>. the King : And'a Foreign Army marches to cauſe Flanders to be treated hereafter, 
ot as a ſuccefiive Nation, 'but as a conquered Conntry. And who could be better choſen 

d exccuts ſuch Violences than the Duke of Alva ? the'moſt haughty minded Man of all 

pain , Flanders greateſt Enemy ; and who knows better than any other, how to extin- 

ziſh all remainders of Religion, and in lieu thereof to uſe all Tyrary. And juſt fo it fell 
it. He hath beguit to-raiſe Citadels in the chiefeſt Cities : he hath placed Garriſons 

Ty where ; the placey of Execution run down with Blood in all Towns z go more 
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Home-t.aws are heard of, but forcign ones. The Country is almoſt unpeopled by Exz 

ilement, Impriſonment and Running away. And nothing but ghaſtly looks, complaints, 

miſery, deſparation and calamity is ſeen every where. In thi i ſtate is Flan- 

deys at the preſent. How much more happy then is Germany, which enjoys her former 

lizerty, and which abhorring all foreign Force, knows no other Enipire thati terown ? 

] partake of this felicity, for. from hence I derive my Blood, and my firſt ſtem remains 

itil] here. Nay, Iam more hated in Spain: qhan any other of the Flemiſh, by reaſon of 

my Germ Spirit. Iam held to be theContriverlof Conſpiracies, the Head of Sedition, 

the Peſtilence of thoſe Countries. Their greateſt anger thunders againſt me, and the 

f:vereſt puniſhments are already fallen. upon, me. Thus they ſees to t y glory 

into infamy : Aud waat.greater-gly cap t than to-Qamain'the" likerty of a 

mans Country, agd'to die rather q be inſlav ico. EO Pls Lp2dsHÞ who am p 

both a German and a Fleming, after having Iaid before you the miſeries of the Lower- 

Germany, whoſe tcars and ſupplications I bring hither with me, do in her name implore 

the help.and protection of the Upper-Germany. t ſuch recourſe for.zefuge will nat 

avail, urfleſs yon your ſelves repute the Cauſe which is;now in hand, tobe common as, 

well to Germany as to Flanders, as I aMf took for granted. And who can doubt? 

Who is not aware of the Spariards vaſt Dgſigns ? Doubtleſly a deſire of Dominationdoth 

natnralty reign. in all Men. One wiltdraws on another'; nor doth what Is poſſeſt give 

ſitisfaction. But how immenſe, how immoderate doth this thirſt appear particularly 

in the Spaniards? they think not their mnknown Worlds ſufficient to quench ir ; and 

will the. efore extend their Empire ſtill further in thoſe which are known. They fix 

ticir eyes, and their machinations much more upon Europe in particular. "When they” 

ſhall have:opproft Flanders, and have gotten ſo* opportune a ſeatfor their Arms, whiat 

Province wall they next fall upon? that certainly which they ſhall have moſt reaſon to 

fear. He who will lay the foundations of Servitude well, firſt ſeeks to beat down the 

Kulwarks of Liberty. Wherefore, knowing that they ſhall be moſt withſtood: by the 

power and undaunted Spirits of this Nation, which inall things is fo united to Flanders, 

they will forthwith bend all their Forces hitherward. It may then be concluded, that 

the 5paniſh Forces being in Flanders, will be always ready to: enter Germany ;' and then 

What will your raiſcries be * when their Colonies ſhall ikewiſe be' ſeen here ; new Faces, 

new Cuſtoms, ſevere Laws more ſeverely executed, heavy.yokes upon mens perſons 

and more heavy upon their conſciences ? This point being then granted, that the dang? 

will be common-among vs,the other will be clear,that the cauſe ſhould likewiſe: be reput- 

el common. : The reſt follows on in conſequence. One Neighbour runs to quench the fire '* 

that is kindled in another Neighbour's houſe. When a River threatens to break in, 

who runs not from all ſides to mend the Banks? The ſame courſe ought now to be 

j.cll; all you muſt haſte to help the Flemiſh,” ſince you are the firſt that are likely to 

fect the flames cf their fire, and they who ſhall firſt partake of the inundation of ſo many 

miſcries which they ſuffer. But do not believe that they will linger in expectation of 

your as. They will move as ſaon as they ſhall ſee you move ; and their worth and 

vertuc, which by ſo unexpected and cruel a violence, is rather ſtupifed than oppreſt, 

will return with greater vigour than before. What cannot armed deſparation do ? 
\Vhar dares it not ? The entrance will be always eaſfic from theſe Parts into Frieſland, 

aud into the Provinces of Flanders which are on this ſide the Rhine ; that River will 

with like eafinefſs be at all times paſt over: all the chief Cities will throw open their 

Gates. The Nobility and all the whole Country will joyn in the ſame Opinion. But 

I came ſhort, when I faid that only Germany and Flanders would joyn in this Cauſe: 

Framce and Englaud, 2nd the other Northern Countries, will undoubtedly joyn with 

u3, lince they ttand in like fear of the Spaniſh Forces. He that commits Violence, doth 

not always boaſt thereof ; and how oft «do we ſee ©ppreſſion prove the ruine of the 

©Opprciſo2 3 it may fo fall out, as whilſt the Spaniards do fo greedily gape after other 

Mens Eſtates, they may chance to loſe their own; the Flemiſh expect only your, Aſſi- 

ſtance, to eſcape ſo hard a Slavery: And I, in their Names, doonce again earneſtly 

implore it. The Cauſc cannot be more Juſt, nor more eaſily helped, and it is yours 

no leſs than curs. All Neighbours will take it for their own concernment; and the: 

whole North will favour it. But as the Defence will in the firſt place fall to your ſhare, 

ſo the fir? place of Victory will be given to your Forces; and ſoby the Title of oy 

Þ ing oppreſic.i, you ſhall for ever be accounted our Deliverers. See GC. Bemevog. 
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